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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as being informal due to hand written and hand 
numbered elements. Also, it is difficult to see the reference numerals in the screen 
shots of Figures 8 to 38. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Objections 

2. Claim 27 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 27, "a second language" is indefinite with respect to independent claim 
25, which already recites "a second language". Thus, "a second language" should be 
-said second language — . 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 , 3 to 6, 9 to 14, 18 to 22, and 25 to 29 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Malcolm. 

Regarding independent claim 1 , Malcolm discloses a method for supporting 
multilingual translations, comprising: 

"developing as part of a computer program at least a first record containing 
source text in a first natural language" - pseudo-code for aiding translation of a 
language dependent file 70 into another language dependent file 100 suitable for a 
particular language to be supported is provided (column 9, lines 55 to 67: Table 2: 
Figure 4); English is "a first natural language"; 
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"recording an event related to said at least a first record" - a change log file 140 
is generated to track and log changes made during development by comparing a 
current version of language dependent file 70 with a previous version of language 
dependent file 1 36 (column 1 0, line 1 6 to column 1 1 , line 25: Table 3: Figure 4); 

"recording a status of a translation of said first record into a second natural 
language, wherein said first record containing source text is not a finalized version of 
said source text" - a log entry has a date and time of changes, and whether a file string 
is "Change" or "New" ("recording a status of a translation") (column 1 1 , lines 10 to 20: 
Table 3: Figure 4); language dependent file 100 is in German, "a second natural 
language"; program code is generated for a pre-release version before the final product 
("is not a finalized version of said source text") (column 10, lines 16 to 56: Figure 4). 

Regarding independent claim 14, Malcolm discloses a system for supporting 
multilingual translations, comprising: 

"a processor" - processor 1 1 (column 3, line 67 to column 4, line 4: Figures 1 
and 2); 

"a storage device" - file storage means 30 and storage means 35 (column 4, 
lines 16 to 24; column 4, lines 55 to 63: Figures 1 and 2); 

"an output device" - display manager 14 drives display 10 (column 3, line 57 to 
column 4, line 4: Figures 1 and 2); 

"software comprising: at least a first status table comprising a record of changes 
to portions of text written in a first natural language and included in a source computer 
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program from a previous version of said source computer program to a current version 
of said source computer program, and a record of translations of said portions of text 
written in said first natural language and included in said current version of said source 
computer program to a second natural language" - pseudo-code ("software") for aiding 
translation of a language dependent file 70 into another language dependent file 100 
suitable for a particular language to be supported is provided (column 9, lines 55 to 67: 
Table 2: Figure 4); English is "a first natural language" and language dependent file 100 
is in German, "a second natural language"; a change log file 140 ("a first status table 
comprising a record of changes") is generated to track and log changes made during 
development by comparing a current version of language dependent file 70 with a 
previous version of language dependent file 136 (column 10, line 16 to column 1 1 , line 
25: Table 3: Figure 4); a log entry has a date and time of changes, and whether a file 
string is "Change" or "New" ("a record of changes") (column 1 1 , lines 10 to 20: Table 3: 
Figure 4); 

"a translation tool work sheet, comprising: a first edit box, wherein at least a first 
of said portions of text written in said first natural language and included in said current 
version of said computer program" - screen panels are provided for a source file 40 as 
sample panel 80, or as English language panel 88 (column 5, lines 1 to 43: Figures 4 
and 5); 

"a second edit box, wherein a translation of said at least a first of said portions of 
text written in said first natural language and displayed in said first edit box into a 
second natural language can be entered, wherein said translation of said at least a first 
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of said portions of text into a second natural language is stored as part of a target 
computer program" - translation of language dependent file 70 results in a 
corresponding file 100 into a German language; language dependent file 100 serves as 
input to panel -formatter subsystem 108, and is displayed as panel 120 (column 6, lines 
25 to 60: Figures 4 and 5). 

Regarding independent claims 18 and 25, Malcolm discloses a method for 
supporting multilingual translations, comprising: 

"writing a first iteration of a source software program, wherein said source 
software program comprises at least a first component written in a first natural 
language" - language dependent file 70 is written in English (column 9, lines 55 to 60: 
Figures 4 and 5); object code file 32 defines screen panels for an application entering 
customer data for transactions ("a source software program") (column 4, lines 55 to 58: 
Figures 3a to 3c and Figure 4); 

"determining a translation status of said at least a first component with respect to 
at least a second natural language" - pseudo-code for aiding translation of a language 
dependent file 70 into another language dependent file 100 suitable for a particular 
language to be supported is provided (column 9, lines 55 to 67: Table 2: Figure 4); 
English is "a first natural language", and language dependent file 100 is in German, "a 
second natural language"; a change log file 140 is generated to track and log changes 
made during development by comparing a current version of language dependent file 
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70 with a previous version of language dependent file 136 ("determining a translation 
status") (column 10, line 16 to column 1 1 , line 25: Table 3: Figure 4); 

"translating said at least a first component of said source software program into a 
second natural language, wherein said translated first component is part of a target 
software program" - pseudo-code ("software") for aiding translation of a language 
dependent file 70 into another language dependent file 100 suitable for a particular 
language to be supported is provided (column 9, lines 55 to 67: Table 2: Figure 4); 
English is "a first natural language"; language dependent file 100 is in German, "a 
second natural language"; 

"updating a translation status of said at least a first component with response to 
said second natural language" - a log entry creates a log entry of a date and time of 
changes, and whether a file string is "Change" or "New" (column 1 1 , lines 10 to 20: 
Table 3: Figure 4); 

"displaying said at least a first component of said software translated into said 
second language in a second format" - translation of language dependent file 70 results 
in a corresponding file 100 in a German language; language dependent file 100 serves 
as input to panel-formatter subsystem 108, and is displayed as panel 120 (column 6, 
lines 25 to 60: Figures 4 and 5); 

"after said step of translating, preparing a second iteration of said software 
program, wherein a component of said software program written in said first natural 
language is at least one of written and edited" - changes in a software development 
cycle pass through various stages prior to the end product (column 10, lines 16 to 56); a 
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log entry creates a date and time of changes, and whether a file string is "Change" or 
"New" (column 11, lines 10 to 20: Table 3: Figure 4); thus, iterative changes to software 
in development are provided, and status of a text string is entered in change log file 140 
as "Change or "New" (column 1 1 , lines 10 to 20L Table 3: Figure 4). 

Regarding claims 3 to 6, 21 to 22, and 26 to 28, Malcolm discloses changes in a 
software development cycle pass through various stages prior to the end product 
(column 10, lines 16 to 56); a log entry creates a log entry of a date and time of 
changes, and whether a file string is "Change" or "New" (column 1 1 , lines 10 to 20: 
Table 3: Figure 4); thus, changes ("revisions") are recorded ("updated") in change log 
file 140. 

Regarding claims 9 to 12, 19 to 20, 24, and 29, Malcolm discloses screen panels 
are provided for a source file 40 as sample panel 80, or as English language panel 88 
(column 5, lines 1 to 43: Figures 4 and 5); translation of language dependent file 70 
results in a corresponding file 100 into a German language; language dependent file 
100 serves an input to panel-formatter subsystem 108, and is displayed as panel 120 
(column 6, lines 25 to 60: Figures 4 and 5); implicitly, panel-formatter subsystem 108 
displays screen panels simultaneously. 

Regarding claim 13, Malcolm discloses pseudo-code for checking if a string is 
new or if it has not been flagged ("querying said status") (column 1 1 , lines 16 to 24: 
Table 3). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2, 7, 8, 15 to 17, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Malcolm in view of Lakritz. 

Concerning claims 2, 7, 8, and 23, Malcolm discloses all of the limitations of 
translating, recording a status, detecting revisions, updating, retranslating, and 
displaying, omitting only "a third natural language". However, it is quite common for 
language translation software to provide for translation between more than two 
languages. Specifically, Lakritz teaches a translation management system for 
translating HTML documents into a list of languages. (Column 5, Lines 27 to 62: Figure 
12) The objective is to provide translation services that are instantly available to a user 
as automated translation tools to incrementally update the language content of a web 
site. (Column 2, Lines 10 to 39) It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art to provide translation services between at least three natural languages as 
suggested by Lakritz in the method and system to support automated translations of 
Malcolm for the purpose of incrementally updating language content of a web site. 

Concerning claims 15 to 17, Lakritz teaches a manager's console provides "one 
touch" translation at the click of a button ("a user input device"), and coordinates quality 
level and completion (column 8, lines 4 to 40: Figure 7). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Martin Lerner whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7608. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM to 6:00 PM Monday to 
Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on (571) 272-7602. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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